PREGNANCY.                         CHAP. I.
it leave a white stain, they conjecture that the child will be
a girl; but if a yellow mark, they suppose that it will be
a boy.
Again, on entering her ninth month, all the female rela-
tives and neighbours assemble; and as the pregnant woman
was not allowed to wear fine clothes or jewels from the
seventh to the ninth month, they now adorn her with them.
In the course of the day they have sanuk fateeha (vide
Glossary) performed by some learned man, in the name of
her highness Beebee Fateema (the daughter of Mohummud),
and fill the woman's lap with such fruits and vegetables as
are in season. After this, they keep rutjugga, or nocturnal
vigils, and make great rejoicings.
Among the great this ceremony is observed at every
lying-iii; while among the poor it is kept only on the first
confinement.
SECT. 2. The situation of the lying-in woman during the
puerperal state, or for forty days after confinement.
Among the generality of the people, it is the custom for
the first accouchement to take place at the house of the
woman's parents; but among the very poor and needy, she is
confined at her husband's house.
When the period of parturition approaches, the female
relatives, friends, and neighbours assemble, and choose a
warm apartment for the accouchement, The woman is
then brought to bed by the assistance of the family Daee
junnaee (or accoucheuse).* After she has been delivered,
all the women, except her mother and sister, who still con-
tinue to attend upon her, return home.
* The professional fee of a midwife varies from hundreds (nay
thousands) of rupees, to a few pice, each one rewarding her according
to his means,